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Volume 1 , Issue 3 , November 15 2011 

  
(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in English 
Language Teaching and Learning based on discussions in Groups/ 
Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher Associations).  

Lesson planning 

Posted on October 13, 2011 by Joe McVeigh on TESOL Blog 

How much time do you spend preparing your lessons in advance? Are you a planner? Or do 

you like to let the lesson take its own course? 

As a young student teacher I learned how to carefully plan my lessons. I would write out 

exactly what I planned to do during each part of the fifty-minute class: how I would warm-

up the students, introduce new language, have students practice the language, and then 

probably a productive activity. In one column I would lay out the time, in another the 

portion of the text or the handouts that I would use, and additional notes in a third column. 

My master teacher remarked that I had occasional problems with timing. I was one of those 

teachers who would happily go off on an a semi-related tangent, just because the students 

and I thought it was interesting, and then belatedly notice that much of the class had 

passed without us focusing on the key parts of the lesson! 

Later in my teaching career, I did less planning. I would go in with only a rough outline, 

jotted down on a piece of paper, of what I hoped to accomplish in a given class. If I hadn’t 

taught the course before, or if the material was particularly difficult, then I might put some 

extra time and effort into planning, but otherwise, I felt that as long as I knew the material, 

my students, the course, and my teaching style, and I could put it all together without 

needing a detailed plan. Perhaps this is a question of experience? But I think that these 

classes came out pretty well. 

http://blog.tesol.org/blog/lesson-planning
http://blog.tesol.org/author/jmcveigh
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What about you? Are you a planner? Do you usually “wing it?” What is the right balance for 

you between planning and being a free spirit in the classroom? 

Leave a comment at: http://blog.tesol.org/blog/lesson-planning#more-682   

 

Book reviews 

Title: Overtested: How High-Stakes Accountability Fails English Language 

Learners  

Author(s): Jessica Zacher Pandya 

Publisher: Teachers College Press, New York 

ISBN: 0807752479, Pages: 160, Year: 2011 

 
reviewed by Henry Braun — October 24, 2011  

Excerpt from the book review: 
“The strength of the book is that it provides a rich 
description of daily life in the classroom as it is experienced 
both by the students and the teacher. She describes how the 
sequencing and timing of activities, as well as the classroom 
environment in which learning takes place, are shaped by 
the imposition of a highly regulated regime that incorporates 
mandated interim tests leading to the administration of a 
final summative assessment. Through quotes she illustrates 
how the hyper-focus on testing and test results influences 
students’ perceptions of the nature of language learning, as 
well as the state of their own competencies.” 

To read more, go to: http://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentId=16568 

  

http://blog.tesol.org/blog/lesson-planning#more-682
http://www.tcrecord.org/AuthorDisplay.asp?aid=21395
http://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentId=16568
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Free resources for teachers 
Games and other teaching ideas 

This website contains some interesting vocabulary games and exercises for all the four 

language skills and grammar. The teacher can either do these in class or assign the 

students to do them online. 

http://www.manythings.org/vocabulary/ 

Compare Dictionaries 

    

“Welcome to BEBC’s unique Advanced Learners Dictionary Comparison page. One of the 

most frequently asked questions we receive is “which is the best, the most suitable, or 

the most helpful dictionary?” 

On this page you can judge for yourself by entering a word, phrase, idiom, etc and then 

comparing the definitions from the five major advanced learner’s dictionaries. Beware: 

with phrases, some dictionaries will include the phrase as a headword or, where the 

dictionary doesn’t have it as a headword, the phrase may appear within the definition of 

another word. 

Go on, help yourself.”  

Just follow the link below. 

http://www.bebc.co.uk/dictionary.aspx 

  

  

http://www.manythings.org/vocabulary/
http://www.bebc.co.uk/dictionary.aspx
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Article 

Non-Native English Speaking Teachers: Challenges Offer NNESTs 
Opportunities to Grow Professionally 

Dr.Khalid Al-Seghayer  
alseghayer@yahoo.com 

It is our destiny as non-native English-speaking teachers (NNESTs) to face a variety of 
challenges with many issues, including, among others, highly required language and 
pedagogical competencies, proper cultural orientation, native-like accent, native-speaker 
fallacy, credibility, and more. The question remains: Should these challenges hold us back, 
or should we exploit them as opportunities to grow professionally? The suggested answers 
to this question are presented in the following discussion, which suggests that these 
challenges offer NNESTs opportunities to grow professionally and inspire them to use their 
non-native abilities to their advantage. 

To read more please go to: http://www.eslteachersboard.com/cgi-

bin/articles/index.pl?read=4523 

  

mailto:alseghayer@yahoo.com
http://www.eslteachersboard.com/cgi-bin/articles/index.pl?read=4523
http://www.eslteachersboard.com/cgi-bin/articles/index.pl?read=4523


  

 

5 

 

ELT Events And Conferences   
(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information 

about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline for submission etc.  

January 2012 

 12-14. (Asia and Oceania) 8th International Congress on English Grammar, The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University,Hunghom, Kowloon, Hong Kong, China. E-mail egiceg@inet.polyu.edu.hk. 

 27-28. (Asia and Oceania) Thailand TESOL, "Teacher Collaboration: Shaping the Classroom of the 
Future," The Imperial Queen's Park, Bangkok, Thailand. E-mail thailandtesolcom@yahoo.com. Web 
site http://www.thaitesol.org. 

 31-February 2. (Africa and the Middle East) NileTESOL, "Language Education in the 21st Century: 
Challanges & Opportunities," School for Continuing Education, The American University of Cairo, 
Tahrir Campus, Cairo, Egypt. E-mailjabr_r@aucegypt.edu. Web 
site http://niletesol.org/web/index.html. 

February 2012 

 11. (North America) NYS TESOL Applied Linguistics Winter Conference, "Connections: TESOL and 
Applied Linguistics in a Global Context," Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, New 
York, USA. E-mailalwc2012conferenceinfo@gmail.com. Web 
site http://sites.google.com/site/alwinterconference2012nystesol. 

 25-26. (Asia and Oceania) 8th Annual CamTESOL Conference on ELT, "Language and 
Development," National Institute of Education, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. E-
mail buneang.vinh@idp.com. Web site http://camtesol.org. 

March 2012 

 13-15. (North America) Third Conference of the Asia-Pacific Rim LSP (Languages for Specific 
Purposes) and Professional Communication Association, University of Southern California, Los 

mailto:egiceg@inet.polyu.edu.hk
mailto:thailandtesolcom@yahoo.com
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ2NA/index.html
mailto:jabr_r@aucegypt.edu
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ2NQ/index.html
mailto:alwc2012conferenceinfo@gmail.com
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ2Ng/index.html
mailto:buneang.vinh@idp.com
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ2Nw/index.html
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Angeles, California, USA. E-mailrcwalker@marshall.usc.edu. Web 
site http://www.english.cityu.edu.hk/aplspca. 

 17-18. (Europe and Eurasia) TESOL Greece, "Teaching, Testing and Technology," Hellenic 
American Union, Athens, Greece. E-mail chair@tesolgreece.org. Web 
site http://www.tesolgreece.org. 

 28-31. (North America) 46th Annual TESOL Convention & Exhibit, "A Declaration of 
Excellence," Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. E-mail conventions@tesol.org. Web 
site http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/convention2012/index.html. 

April 2012 

 13-14. (Africa and the Middle East) Qatar TESOL, "Learner Motivation, Involvement and 
Autonomy," College of the North Atlantic, Qatar (CNA-Q), Doha, Qatar. Web site http://qtesol.org. 

 20-21. (Asia and Oceania) Innovation & Integration in English Language Teaching, "Rethinking 
Praxis in a Connected World," Shantou University, Guangdong, China. E-mail mingluo@stu.edu.cn. 
Web site http://elc.stu.edu.cn/iielt/. 

May 2012 

 3-4. (North America) MATSOL, "MATSOL 40th Anniversary Conference: Lessons from the Past, 
Innovations for the Future," Sheraton Framingham Hotel and Conference Center, Framingham, 
Massachusetts, USA. E-mailmatsol@matsol.org. Web site http://www.matsol.org. 

 25-26. (Central and South America) Venezuela TESOL, "VenTESOL 30th Convention: An 
Affirmation of Excellence, Pearl Edition" World Trade Center, Valencia, Carabobo State, Venezuela. 
E-mail venezuelatesol@gmail.com. Web sitehttp://ventesol.ning.com. 

 31-June 2. (Africa and the Middle East) Middle East Technical University, "Embracing Challanges," 
Culture and Convention Center, METU, Ankara, Turkey. E-mail elt2012@metu.edu.tr. Web 
sitehttp://dbe.metu.edu.tr/convention2012/. 

June 2012 

 1-3. (Asia and Oceania) Japan Association for Language Learning (JALT) CALL 2012, Konan 
University's Hirao School of Management, Nishnomiya, Japan. E-mail sig-member-at-
large@jaltcall.org. Web sitehttp://www.conference.jaltcall.org. 

 27-29. (Central and South America) ACPI TESOL , "Better English Speakers: Key Approaches and 
Methods for Improving Fluency," ANDE Hall in San José Downtown, Costa Rica. E-
mail anamadri@costarricense.cr. 

July 2012 

 2-5. (Asia and Oceania) Australian Council of TESOL Associations International TESOL Conference 
ACTA, "TESOL as a Global Trade - Ethics, Equity and Ecology," Cairns, Convention Centre, Far 
North Queensland, Australia. E-mailsarah.hoekwater@astmanagement.com.au. Web 

mailto:rcwalker@marshall.usc.edu
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ2OA/index.html
mailto:chair@tesolgreece.org
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ2OQ/index.html
mailto:conventions@tesol.org
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3MA/index.html
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3MQ/index.html
mailto:mingluo@stu.edu.cn
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3Mg/index.html
mailto:matsol@matsol.org
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3Mw/index.html
mailto:venezuelatesol@gmail.com
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3NA/index.html
mailto:elt2012@metu.edu.tr
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3NQ/index.html
mailto:sig-member-at-large@jaltcall.org
mailto:sig-member-at-large@jaltcall.org
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3Ng/index.html
mailto:anamadri@costarricense.cr
mailto:sarah.hoekwater@astmanagement.com.au
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site http://www.astmanagement.com.au/ACTA12/index.html. 

 16-19. (Central and South America) BRAZ-TESOL, "Proud to Be," Faculdade CCAA, Rio de 
Janeiro, RJ, Brasil. E-mailbraztesol@braztesol.org.br. Web site http://www.braztesol.org.br. 

 31-August 2. (Central and South America) PERU TESOL, "Speaking Up for English," Chiclayo, 

Lambayeque, Peru. E-mail fdelacruz@perutesol.com. Web site http://www.perutesol.com. 

October 2012 

 4-7. (Asia and Oceania) TESOLANZ, "Emerging Opportunities in New Learning Spaces," 
Palmerston North, New Zeland. E-mail g.r.skyrme@massey.ac.nz. Web site http://www.clesol.org.nz. 

 26-27. (North America) Georgia TESOL, "Great Expectations," Atlanta, Georgia, USA. E-
mailElizabeth.Wallace@gpc.edu. Web site http://www.georgiatesol.wildapricot.org. 

 

 

Source: Worldwide Calendar of Events published by TESOL, November 2011 

New Books and products 
(This section highlights latest books and innovations such as, online 
material, related to English language teaching, learning and research).

  
 Title: Oxford English Grammar Course: Basic with Answers CD-Rom Pack  
 ISBN: 9780194420778 
 Category: Grammar & Practice 
 Publisher: Oxford University Press (OUP) 
 Author(s): SWAN et al 
 List Price: £17.00 
 Published: 2011. 

 
 

  
 

http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3Nw/index.html
mailto:braztesol@braztesol.org.br
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3OA/index.html
mailto:fdelacruz@perutesol.com
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ3OQ/index.html
mailto:g.r.skyrme@massey.ac.nz
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ4MA/index.html
mailto:Elizabeth.Wallace@gpc.edu
http://tesol.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTEyNjMzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjQ1NDY4NDQmbGk9ODkzMzQ4MQ/index.html
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Description: 
 

Michael Swan and Catherine Walter’s tried and tested methodology takes students step by 

step to grammar success. Pronunciation for grammar CD-Roms help students understand 

how grammar sounds, and the website provides extra resources for class and home study. 

Well known and award winning authors. A proven methodology: a step-by-step approach 

with concise explanations and plenty of practice of each grammar point. Tests, in the book 

and online, monitor progress. Pronunciation for grammar, CD-Rom with interactive 

exercises, to help students hear how grammar sounds, and to record and listen to their 

own voice. Online downloadable tips, tests, and resources for teachers and interactive 

tests, games and exercises for students. 

( https://www.bebc.co.uk/oxford-english-grammar) 

Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

Professional Learning Communities 

Kate Wall reports on the American Educational Research 
Group as follows: 
“We have completed research into practitioner enquiry as part of 

a School/University Research Partnership and have had 

considerable impact on teachers' professional learning. The 

teachers have been facilitated in undertaking cycles of enquiry 

into what effective learning to learn looks like in their context. Their research has then been 

written up as a case study.”  

Final project reports and teachers' case studies can be downloaded 

from: http://www.campaign-for-

learning.org.uk/cfl/learninginschools/projects/learningtolearn/index.asp 

http://www.linkedin.com/redirect?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecampaign-for-learning%2Eorg%2Euk%2Fcfl%2Flearninginschools%2Fprojects%2Flearningtolearn%2Findex%2Easp&urlhash=0WES&_t=tracking_disc
http://www.linkedin.com/redirect?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecampaign-for-learning%2Eorg%2Euk%2Fcfl%2Flearninginschools%2Fprojects%2Flearningtolearn%2Findex%2Easp&urlhash=0WES&_t=tracking_disc
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 Learners’ corner  
 

 (This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

Do you believe that your learners have different 

learning styles? That’s what the research tells us. 

Now, let’s hear from the learners themselves.  

Check out the results of the 

Plans, types and styles, learning behavior 
survey on: 

  

http://blog.babbel.com/plans-types-and-styles-oh-my-results-from-our-learning-behavior-survey/  

 

 

http://blog.babbel.com/plans-types-and-styles-oh-my-results-from-our-learning-behavior-survey/
http://blog.babbel.com/plans-types-and-styles-oh-my-results-from-our-learning-behavior-survey/
http://blog.babbel.com/plans-types-and-styles-oh-my-results-from-our-learning-behavior-survey/
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Saudi ELT research highlights 

 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers 
and experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi 
ELT experts alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-
learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in  the 
Arab world in general, and Saudi Arabia in 
particular). 

Bahous, R., Nola Bacha, N and Nabhani, M. (September 2011) Motivating Students in 

the EFL Classroom: A Case Study of Perspectives, English Language Teaching, 4(3). 

Available at: http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/11873 
 

 “An excellent article that investigates the phenomenon of motivating students in the target 
language and the impact that has on motivation.  The authors consider very little new 
learning experiences, uninteresting materials, and unclear links between language courses 
and their majors or future careers as significant factors that hinder student motivation.  

  
Bahous et.al.  further add that a major factor for the lack of motivation of their students 
was their weak background, for example, they barely knew the basics of the English 
language needed for academic purposes, and they came from a culture that did not read or 
translate from the Arabic language.  
  
A solution to this issue is offered and entails the teacher involving students in choosing 
some of the materials for the class, engaging them in setting their own goals for language 
learning as well as providing activities that allow for using the language in and outside the 
classroom for practical and relevant academic purposes.” 

(Shared by Mr Humza Mullick, Head Professional Development and Continuing Education) 
 

http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/11873

