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(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in English 
Language Teaching and Learning based on discussions in Groups/ 
Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher Associations).  

 

03/14/12 

 

4 Ways to Get Your Students Attention During Reading 
Instruction 
By Angela 

Today’s students are pounded with distractions in the classroom: friends, cell 
phones, social media, computers, books, papers that are screaming to be doodled 
upon. Not to mention internal distractions: family drama, friend drama, stress over 
homework, the cute boy sitting across the room, frustration over a difficult concept, 
etc… 
 
With so much constantly being thrown at your students, how can you possibly have 
a chance at getting their attention during your reading instruction? What can you do 
to help your students stay focused? 

  
To read more and leave a comment, please go to: 
 
http://readinghorizons.com/blog/post/2012/03/14/teaching-reading-strategies-for-struggling-
readers-improve-attention.aspx  
 

 

http://www.readinghorizons.com/blog/post/2012/03/14/teaching-reading-strategies-for-struggling-readers-improve-attention.aspx
http://www.readinghorizons.com/blog/post/2012/03/14/teaching-reading-strategies-for-struggling-readers-improve-attention.aspx
http://www.readinghorizons.com/blog/author/Angela.aspx
http://www.readinghorizons.com/method/index.aspx
http://readinghorizons.com/blog/post/2012/03/14/teaching-reading-strategies-for-struggling-readers-improve-attention.aspx
http://readinghorizons.com/blog/post/2012/03/14/teaching-reading-strategies-for-struggling-readers-improve-attention.aspx
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Book reviews 

 
 

Title:The Practice of English Language Teaching (4th Edition) (With DVD) 

(Longman Handbooks for Language Teachers) [Paperback] 

Author: Jeremy Harmer  

“As part of my CELTA course, this book was recommended. 

This is a useful reference book to learn the background to language teaching, 

some key concepts and explores ideas of language teaching. It doesn't 

recommend as much as mention what methods are used. It is a quite an 

objective and informative book and does cover a comprehensive set of topic 

areas in teaching. . .  

To read more please visit: http://www.amazon.co.uk/product-

reviews/1405853115/ref=dp_top_cm_cr_acr_txt?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=1 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/1405853115/ref=dp_top_cm_cr_acr_txt?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/1405853115/ref=dp_top_cm_cr_acr_txt?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=1
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Free resources for teachers 
10 great tools to develop learner autonomy 

. . . “It includes descriptions, links and step by step videos that go right through and show 

you how to use the tools in great detail.” 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/82961025/10-Tools-to-help-English-Students-to-be-Autonomous 

Article 

Farell, Thomas, S.C. & Martin, S. (2009). To teach standard or world 
Englishes? A balanced approach to instruction. English Teaching Forum, 
47(2), 2-7. 

Abstract 

The article suggests that English language teachers should consider all varieties of English, not just 

British Standard English or American Standard English.  In order to better prepare learners  for the 

global world, and to show them that their own English is valued, teachers can implement a balanced 

approach that incorporates the teaching and learning contexts as well as the learners’ values.  It 

also helps to prepare learners for future interactions with speakers of different varieties of English. 

This article presents guidelines for a balanced approach that can be adapted by all teachers who 

wish to help their students prepare for real world interactions. 

You can read and download the complete article from the following website: 
exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archives/.../09-47-2-b.pdf 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/82961025/10-Tools-to-help-English-Students-to-be-Autonomous
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ELT Events And Conferences   
(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information 

about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline for submission etc.  

 

 

3rd TESOL Sudan International Conference 
“Inside the Classroom” 

December 13-15, 2012 

Khartoum, Sudan 

Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Awad Ibrahim  

University of Ottawa 

For more information, please visit:  http://www.tesol-suan.org 
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New Books and products 
 
 

Title: English Grammar in Use Fourth edition Book with answers 
 

  

 ISBN: 9780521189064 

 Category: Grammar & Practice 
 Publisher: Cambridge University Press 
 Author(s): Murphy, Raymond 
 Published: 2012 

 
Description:  
 
English Grammar in Use Fourth edition is an updated version of the world's best-selling grammar 
title. It retains all the key features of clarity and accessibility that have made the book popular 
with millions of learners and teachers around the world. Designed to be flexible, the book is 
available both with and without answers, making it ideal for self-study, but also suitable for 
reinforcement work in the classroom. The 'with Answers and CD-ROM' edition comes with a handy 
pull-out grammar glossary with clear explanations of the grammar terminology used in the book. 
The updated CD-ROM provides hundreds of interactive exercises to reinforce the language learned 
in the book. The fourth edition is also available online, and offers a range of exciting new features 
such as customisable content and score tracking. 
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Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

Farrell, T.S.C.. (2011). ‘Keeping SCORE’: Reflective Practice Through Classroom 

Observations. RELC Journal, 42(3), 265-272.  

Abstract: 

Reflective practice means that teachers must subject their 

own teaching beliefs and practices to critical examination. One way of 

facilitating reflective practice in ESL teachers is to encourage them to 

engage in classroom observations as part of their professional 

development. This paper reports on a case study of a short series of 

classroom observations in which this author, acting as a facilitator, 

aided a novice teacher as she negotiated her first year of teaching ESL. The classroom 

observation process included the use of a method of using seating chart observation record, or 

SCORE chart, to help a novice teacher not only to become more aware of her classroom practices, 

but also to improve her instruction. 

Note: As Taibah University subscribes to this journal, you can download the complete article from 

the following website.  However, you can only do so through the TU network. 

http://rel.sagepub.com/content/42/3/265.full.pdf+html 

 Learners’ corner  
 

 (This section contains information/web links that focus on issues in education 
and learning in general.)  

http://rel.sagepub.com/content/42/3/265.full.pdf+html
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Our Digitally Undying Memories 

 

Alex Williamson for The Chronicle Review 

Enlarge Image 

By Siva Vaidhyanathan 

"I forgot to remember to forget," Elvis Presley sang in 1955. I know that it was 1955 because I 

just Googled the title and clicked on the link to the Wikipedia entry for the song. 

How cool is that? Not long ago, I would have had to actually remember that Elvis recorded the 

song as part of his monumental Sun Records sessions that year. Then I would have had to flip 

through a set of histories of blues and country that sit on the shelf behind me. It might have 

taken five minutes to do what I did in five seconds. I almost don't need my own memory any 

more. 

That strikes many of us as a good thing: the costs low, the benefits high. We can be much more 

efficient and comprehensive now that a teeming collection of documents sits just a few 

keystrokes away. 

But as Viktor Mayer-Schönberger argues convincingly in his book Delete: The Virtue of 

Forgetting in the Digital Age (Princeton University Press, 2009), the costs of such powerful 

collective memory are often higher than we assume. 

http://chronicle.com/article/Our-Digitally-Undying-Memories/63747/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en
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To read more please visit: http://chronicle.com/article/Our-Digitally-Undying-

Memories/63747/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en 

Saudi ELT research highlights 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers 
and experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi 
ELT experts alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-
learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in  the 
Arab world in general, and Saudi Arabia in 
particular). 

Patil, Z. N. (2010). Arab Learners of English and Reverse 

Visualization as a Reading Problem. Arab World English, 

1(1),3-23. 

Abstract: Reading is a gateway to language learning as it is the only/major source of input in a 

foreign/second language situation. Several factors influence reading speed and comprehension, for 

example, learner's language aptitude, attitude to the target language, and motivation. Much 

research has already been done in these areas. The areas that have remained the Cinderella of 

research into reading skills are the impacts of (1) the phonological differences between English and 

Arabic, (2) the letter-sound disparity of the English language, (3) the phonological similarities 

between some English words and Arabic obscene and vulgar words and (4) the reverse directionality 

of the English writing system, as compared to right-to-left writing system of the Arabic language on 

reading pace and message reception. The present paper attempts to illustrate how speed and 

comprehension are adversely affected by reverse visualization, and offers suggestions to overcome 

the hurdles.  

 To  read the full article please visit: http://www.awej.org/?article=11 

 

Please Note: All websites and links given in the ELC Digest are checked at the time of ‘publication’.  However, 
it is possible that some website addresses may change after some time; similarly, some offers may be for a 
limited period only. Also, if a web link does not seem to work, please copy and paste it in your browser. 

 

http://chronicle.com/article/Our-Digitally-Undying-Memories/63747/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en
http://chronicle.com/article/Our-Digitally-Undying-Memories/63747/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en

