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(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in English 
Language Teaching and Learning based on discussions in Groups/ 
Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher Associations).  

 

Creating Significant Learing Experiences   

An interview article with Dee Fink and Associaltes in response to  a question that he asks all 

educators:  Should we make the effort to change, or not?  

 

To read the full article please go to 

 http://hetl.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/HETLReviewVolume1Article10a.pdf 

Book reviews   

The Language, Society and Power Reader  

Reviewed by Bista, K 

Arkansas State University, USA 

Language is a powerful social indicator of how we communicate in our personal and professional 

lives. The underlying layers of typical spoken and written language of a particular community 

depend on social norms, power dynamics, and political backgrounds. Altering the reality of our 

communicative world, we depend on the language we use and the future generation will use. In The 

Language, Society and Power Reader, the editors have critically examined the role of language in 

thought process, social and political discourse, gender, and ethnicity, and identity formation. The 

editors have valued this Reader as a reference book “for students studying introductory modules in 

language and society” but it is equally useful to the students, faculty, policy makers, and 

administrators no matter what backgrounds they come from.  

http://hetl.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/HETLReviewVolume1Article10a.pdf
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To read and download the full aricle please go to 

http://www.awej.org/?article=81 

Free resources for teachers 
1. BusyTeacher.org is a website that helps you find free printable worksheets for your 

lesson quickly and easily. It is a place where teachers share their worksheets with 

colleagues for free - just to make the world a better place!       http://busyteacher.org/  

2. LessonWriter is a free website where teachers can create lessons and lesson plans 

with explicit literacy components from any text in minutes. You copy any content  

LessonWriter and follow a few easy steps to create text-book quality lesson sheets 

and lesson plans, all free. http://lessonwriter.com/default.aspx  

3. Free worksheets and ideas for teaching English language teaching. Including special 

sections on ESOL, teaching using technology, teaching through the internet, using 

digital cameras and much more.  http://www.englishlanguagespacestation.com/  

4. The Azar Grammar Exchange is a global Question and Answer Forum hosted by 

Rachel Spack Koch. It provides a forum where you can post questions about English 

Grammar and usage, comment on topics by other readers, 

http://www.azargrammar.com/ 

5. Purdue University On-line Writing Lab (OWL) - Although designed for native 

speakers, the site is equally informative for ESL teachers and students, Click on 

English as a Second Language to find handouts on using a number of problem 

grammar items and more.  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/5/ 

Article 

Burkhalter, N. (2011). To the moon!- A launch pad for encouraging 
students to express their opinions.  English Teaching Forum, 4, 30-35. 

To gently lure students into the scary world of writing well-reasoned persuasive essays, I break 

down the process into bite-sized pieces by first showing them, in a student-centered way, what they 

already know how to do—namely, develop their opinion orally about a topic that has no right or 

wrong answers. This approach takes a lot of the pressure off them so they can devote their mental 

energy to organizing thoughts and supporting their points of view. The hard part—writing—comes 

later.  . . . 

http://www.awej.org/?article=81
http://busyteacher.org/
http://lessonwriter.com/default.aspx
http://www.englishlanguagespacestation.com/
http://www.pearsonlongman.com/ae/azar/grammar_ex/message_board/content.html
http://www.azargrammar.com/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/index.html
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To read more and download the article, please go to: 

http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archives/docs/forum-11-49-

4/49_4_5_burkhalter.pdf 

ELT Events And Conferences   
(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.)  

Please go to the conference websites for more information 

about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline for submission etc.  

 

 

3rd TESOL Sudan International Conference 
“Inside the Classroom” 

Khartoum, Sudan                      December 13-15, 2012 

http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archives/docs/forum-11-49-4/49_4_5_burkhalter.pdf
http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archives/docs/forum-11-49-4/49_4_5_burkhalter.pdf
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Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Awad Ibrahim  

University of Ottawa 

Plenary Speakers 

Prof. Noam Chomsky (Satellite)   

Prof. John Swales (Satellite) 

Dr. Christine Coombe 

Prof. Gary Carkin 

Dr. Beth Samuelson                                          

                                                         

For more information, please visit: http://www.tesol-suan.org 

New Books and products 
 

                                

Authors: Betty Schrampfer Azar, Stacy A. Hagen    

  Code:195734   ISBN 13: 9780131957343   

Basic English Grammar is a developmental skills text for students of English as a second 

or foreign language with following highlights: 

Cumulative review exercises at the end of each chapter include additional communicative 

and interactive student-centered tasks  

  Added illustrations help students learn vocabulary and understand contexts 

  Greatly increased speaking practice through extensive use of pair and group work  

 

http://www.tesol-suan.org/
http://www.longman-esl.ca/betty_schrampfer_azar_u5199326.html
http://www.longman-esl.ca/stacy_a_hagen_u7104083.html
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  New structure-focused listening exercises throughout  

  More activities that provide "real communication" opportunities in the real-time, real-

place context in the classroom 

  Audio CDs and listening script in the back of the Student Book  

  Available with or without Answer Key  

  New separate BEG Workbook devoted solely to self-study exercises 

Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

Shahini, A., & Daftarifard, P. (2011). Learners' Beliefs of 

an Effective Teacher: A Case of Iranian Context. BRAIN: 

Broad Research In Artificial Intelligence & 

Neuroscience, 2(1), 29-37. 

 

Abstract: The influence that teachers have on learners' 

achievements is unquestionable. Learners' beliefs and 

perspectives are also considered as a determining factor in their academic 

achievements. Sixty students from the University of Tehran's Center for Extra Curricular 

Activities participated in this study. The participants' perception of their teachers in 

different aspects, such as Personality of the teacher, Proficiency of the teacher, Teaching 

skills, was investigated. The findings revealed that teaching skills were viewed, by learners, 

as the most influential characteristic of a teacher. Proficiency and personality of 

a teacher were ranked second and third accordingly. The results of the study had certain 

implications for teachers and teacher educators.  

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=15&hid=111&sid=4b27a6aa-abd2-

4702-b472-4e52e1873fe5%40sessionmgr13 

(Please note that you can access and download this article from the university network only.) 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=15&hid=111&sid=4b27a6aa-abd2-4702-b472-4e52e1873fe5%40sessionmgr13
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=15&hid=111&sid=4b27a6aa-abd2-4702-b472-4e52e1873fe5%40sessionmgr13
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 Learners’ corner  
 (This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

Critical Thinking: Promoting It in the Classroom. ERIC Digest 

          Author: Tama,M.Carrol                         ERIC Identifier: ED306554   

          Source: ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills    Bloomington IN. 

The NCTE Committee on Critical Thinking and the Language Arts defines critical thinking 

as "a process which stresses an attitude of suspended judgment, incorporates logical inquiry 

and problem solving, and leads to an evaluative decision or action." In a new monograph 

copublished by the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills, Siegel and 

Carey (1989) emphasize the roles of signs, reflection, and skepticism in this process.  

To read the full article, please go to:   
http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-9211/critical.htm 

 

Saudi ELT research 

highlights 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers 
and experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi 
ELT experts alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-
learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in  the 
Arab world in general, and Saudi Arabia in 
particular). 

 

http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-9211/critical.htm
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Dalton, D. F. (2011), An investigation of an approach to teaching critical 

reading to native Arabic speaking students.  AWEJ, 2 (4 ), pp.58-87 

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to determine whether the approach to critical reading utilized 

by the researcher in classroom practice has a positive affective influence in the development of 

higher order reading skills displayed by students in class. The Higher Order Reading Skills (HORS) 

approach involves explicit discussion of the nature of critical reading and range of skills involved. 

Taxonomies such as individual skills are used to familiarize students with these skills and in order 

that reading is placed in the context of application of derived knowledge for a clear, identifiable 

purpose. That is, students identify a need to read. The methodology involved two groups:  a test 

group that was exposed to the HORS approach, and a control group that was not. Reading 

effectiveness was then compared based on performance results taken from two reading texts. Data 

analyzed indicates that this approach seems to be a significant positive affective factor in their 

reading, resulting in a higher level of successful measured comprehension performance by the test 

group over the control group. The confidence of building upon already established skills provides 

scaffolding upon which further development of critical reading skills can take place. The sample 

population is foreign language users at the freshman (year 1) level enrolled in a university 

engineering school in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This study examines their progress in the  

second-level of a communications course where the research  was conducted This English-medium 

course aims to  produce well-rounded, autonomous life-long learners, along with specific language 

outcomes, who are able to use higher-order thinking and communication skills required by 

engineering professionals. Reading in general and the development of what are commonly called 

Higher Order Reading Skills (HORS) continues to be a concern in the context of secondary and 

tertiary education (Alverman, 1987). Arabic-speaking students reading in a foreign language face a 

yet more complex set of difficulties (Shaw, 2006). The study is significant as this population need to 

be effective critical readers as they are involved in lengthy and complex primary research projects. 

Further, the institutional reading load is generally high. In this context, effective approaches to 

teaching critical reading are of obvious importance to the learners’ academic success. 

  

To  read and download the full article please go to: http://www.awej.org/?article=72 

 

http://www.awej.org/?article=72
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Please Note: All websites and links given in the ELC Digest are checked at the time of ‘publication’.  However, 
it is possible that some website addresses may change after some time; similarly, some offers may be for a 
limited period only. Also, if a web link does not seem to work, please copy and paste it in your browser. 

 


