
 

 

1 

Volume 1 , Issue 4 , December 1, 2011 

  
(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in English 
Language Teaching and Learning based on discussions in Groups/ 
Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher Associations).  

 

Have you ever wondered why your group 

activities fail to inspire students? 

Consider the following two quotes and think about your own experiences in the use of group work 
(which I’ll also refer to interchangeably with ‘cooperative learning’ for the duration of this piece). 

‘The closest I ever came to failing a course was actually my high school physics class. 
Every day we did group work, so obviously nothing ever got done.’ 

Greg Bernhardt, physics student 

‘The proven benefits of cooperative learning notwithstanding, instructors who attempt it 
frequently encounter resistance and sometimes open hostility from the students. Bright 
students complain about begin held back by their slower teammates, weaker or less 
assertive students complain about being discounted or ignored in group sessions, and 
resentments build when some team members fail to pull their weight. Instructors with 
sufficient patience generally find ways to deal with these problems, but others become 
discouraged and revert to the traditional teacher-centered instructional paradigm, which 
is a loss both for them and for their students.’ 

Richard M. Felder, Department of Chemical Engineering, North Carolina State University 

How is this relevant to us as English teachers? To read more and leave a comment 
please go to: 
http://www.yearinthelifeofanenglishteacher.com/2011/11/have-you-ever-
wondered-why-your-group-activities-fail-to-inspire-students/?mid=52 

 

http://www.physicsforums.com/showthread.php?t=118616
http://www4.ncsu.edu/unity/lockers/users/f/felder/public/Papers/Coopreport.html
http://www.yearinthelifeofanenglishteacher.com/2011/11/have-you-ever-wondered-why-your-group-activities-fail-to-inspire-students/?mid=52
http://www.yearinthelifeofanenglishteacher.com/2011/11/have-you-ever-wondered-why-your-group-activities-fail-to-inspire-students/?mid=52
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Book reviews 

  

Author: Duncan Foord  

Series: Delta Teacher Development Series  

Published: April 2009 

Tags: DTDS, professional development, theory 

 

 

Description 

Key features 

The Developing Teacher was awarded the 2009 Duke of Edinburgh/ESU Award for Best Entry for 

Teachers. 

“The Developing Teacher suggests that teachers themselves are the most powerful agents of change 

and development in their own professional career. 

The Developing Teacher is ideal for teachers who wish to take control of their own development, for 

those people in positions of responsibility for teacher development, and for complementing courses in 

language teacher education. 

The Developing Teacher contains three distinctive parts A, B and C which focus in turn on theory, 

practice and development:” 

To read four reviews of this book, go to: 

http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/titles/methodology/the-developing-teacher 
 

http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/author/duncan-foord
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/titles/methodology/delta-teacher-development-series
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/tag/dtds
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/tag/professional-development
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/tag/theory
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/titles/methodology/the-developing-teacher
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Free resources for teachers 
Anas Hilal writes from the Salaam campus: 

“I've been using a very effective way for class management and I would like to share it with 

my colleagues. It is using a stopwatch. Through the projector, I usually display a funny 

looking stopwatch on the board. I give an assigned task a certain amount of time and then 

set the alarm. Students start when the stopwatch starts to the countdown. When the alarm 

goes off, students know that it's time to move to another activity or listen to directions. ” 

PS: You may also want to use these stopwatches for practicing for the speaking exam and 

for administering the exam itself! 

 
You can download one or more stopwatches from this site: 

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/download-stopwatch/ 

Article 

“Teaching Literature through Language: Some Considerations”  

By Abraham Panavelil Abraham (Ph D), Professor of English, University of Nizwa, P.O.Box 

33, P.C 616, Nizwa, Sultanate of Oman. 

 

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/download-stopwatch/
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Abstract: Teaching literature through language calls for active involvement of both the teacher 

and the taught. Here, the focus is on teaching literature and the medium is the language. The 

context and form of a literary work brings forth meaningful discussion and enjoyment. The paper 

will discuss the importance of teaching literature in the language teaching and learning process, the 

question of choosing an appropriate literary text and some strategies for teaching literature by 

creating an awareness of linguistic possibilities and sensibility. 

http://www.eltweekly.com/elt-newsletter/2010/07/63-elt-research-article-teaching-literature-

through-language-some-considerations-by-abraham-panavelil-abraham/  

ELT Events And Conferences   

(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information 

about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline for submission etc.  

April 2012 

 

The 12th Oman International ELT Conference  

 

"Quality in ELT: Raising Pedagogical Standards"  

 

April 18 - 19, 2012 

  

The deadline for submission is December 31, 2011. 

http://www.eltweekly.com/elt-newsletter/2010/07/63-elt-research-article-teaching-literature-through-language-some-considerations-by-abraham-panavelil-abraham/
http://www.eltweekly.com/elt-newsletter/2010/07/63-elt-research-article-teaching-literature-through-language-some-considerations-by-abraham-panavelil-abraham/
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The Oman International ELT Conference is a stimulating and rewarding academic forum that brings together 

educators for professional contact and development. The primary aims of the conference are to create 

opportunities to share insights and experiences, and to exchange ideas on the latest teaching approaches, 

resources and research.  

 

The conference theme was chosen to reflect the increasing interest in the areas of quality assurance and quality 

management. This interest has recently led to stimulating discussions, meetings and forums in the higher 

education institutions in the Sultanate. The 12th Conference calls to deliberate on raising professional quality as 

the way to educational excellence. 

Please check out  the call for proposals on the conference website: 

http://www.squ.edu.om/lanconference/tabid/7535/language/en-US/Default.aspx 

(Shared by Mr. Kashif, main campus male.) 

May, 2012 

The 5th International Conference of English as a Lingua Franca will be held in Istanbul, 

Turkey from May 24 to 26, 2012. The conference theme is `Pedagogical Implications of ELF in the 

Expanding Circle´, but presentations on any ELF-related topics are welcome. Please visit the 

conference website for further information: http://www.elf5.org/ 

New Books and products 

Title: Doing Action Research in English Language Teaching: A Guide for 

Practitioners 

 Author:  Anne Burns     

Publisher: Routledge 

Publication date: 2010 

Description: 

This hands-on, practical guide for ESL/EFL teachers and teacher educators outlines, for those who 

are new to doing action research, what it is and how it works. Straightforward and reader friendly, it 

introduces the concepts and offers a step-by-step guide to going through an action research process, 

including illustrations drawn widely from international contexts. Specifically, the text addresses: action 

http://www.squ.edu.om/lanconference/tabid/7535/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.elf5.org/
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research and how it differs from other forms of research, the steps involved in developing an action 

research project, ways of developing a research focus, methods of data collection, approaches to 

data analysis, making sense of action research for further classroom action. Each chapter includes a 

variety of pedagogical activities: pre-reading questions ask readers to consider what they already 

know about the topic reflection points invite readers to think about/discuss what they have read action 

points ask readers to carry out action-research tasks based on what they have read classroom voices 

illustrate aspects of action research from teachers internationally Summary points provide a synopsis 

of the main points in the chapter. Bringing the 'how-to' and the 'what' together, Doing Action 

Research in English Language Teaching is the perfect text for BATESOL and MATESOL courses in 

which action research is the focus or a required component. 

To get the list of contents and read chapter 1, go to: 

http://books.google.com/books?id=xTRzyfM2-wAC&source=gbs_navlinks_s 

 

Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

Meredith, J.D. Adams & Umbach, P. D. (2011). 
Nonresponse and Online Student Evaluations of Teaching: 
Understanding the Influence of Salience, Fatigue, and 
Academic Environments. Research in Higher Education, 
September 2011. DOI 10.1007/s11162-011-9240-5 

Abstract 
Technological advances have enabled institutions of higher 

education to administer course evaluations online, forgoing the traditional paper-and-pencil 

methods. Consequently, many of these institutions suffer from low response rates, but little 

research is available on this topic. To increase understanding about course evaluation 

participation in the online environment, this study examined over 22,000 undergraduates to 

whom the university administered about 135,000 evaluations. Multilevel models were 

constructed to analyze the data, and several variables emerged as significant predictors of 

participation. The results were mostly consistent with previous research and aligned with 

http://books.google.com/books?id=xTRzyfM2-wAC&source=gbs_navlinks_s
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theories of survey nonresponse. However, the integration of uncommon variables provided 

new perspectives about course evaluations in particular. Implications for research and 

practical applications for institutions are also addressed, including ways to combat survey 

fatigue, increase the salience of the survey, and increase participation in online course 

evaluations. 

Keywords  Nonresponse – Course evaluations – Evaluations of teaching – Participation – Surveys –

 Online 

 To download this article free (till December 31, 2011), please go to: 

http://www.springerlink.com/content/d51x678384804n55/ 

 Learners’ corner  
 

 (This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

Foreign-Language Instruction, Digitally Speaking 
By Marc Parry 

 

“Students will drive the demand for online language instruction, says Samantha 

Goldstein, a research analyst at Eduventures. Already they're getting more and more 

comfortable with online education in general. . . . Which means more students will very 

likely be asking this question: Why can't my college do this, too?” 

Read the complete article at: http://chronicle.com/article/Foreign-Language-

Instruction/129604/?sid=gn&utm_source=gn&utm_medium=en 

 

http://www.springerlink.com/content/d51x678384804n55/
http://chronicle.com/article/Foreign-Language-Instruction/129604/?sid=gn&utm_source=gn&utm_medium=en
http://chronicle.com/article/Foreign-Language-Instruction/129604/?sid=gn&utm_source=gn&utm_medium=en
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Saudi ELT research highlights 
 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers 
and experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi 
ELT experts alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-
learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in  the 
Arab world in general, and Saudi Arabia in 
particular). 

Al-Jarf, R. S. ( 2009). Using Online Instruction in English for 
Art Education, Asian EFL Journal, 34. 
 

Abstract 

 

Technology is not currently used in ESP classrooms at the 

College of Home Economics. Therefore an attempt was made 

to use online learning in ESP instruction from home, in 

addition to traditional classroom instruction. Comparisons of 

pre- and posttest scores of ten graduate students revealed 

significant differences in students’ achievement. Results 

showed that in learning environments where technology is 

unavailable to ESP students and instructors, use of 

technology from home and even as a supplement to 

classroom techniques helps motivate ESP graduate students 

and enhance their mastery of English. 

http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/pta_Feb_09-raj.php 

 
 

Please Note: All websites and links given in the ELC Digest are checked at the time of ‘publication’.  However, 
it is possible that some website addresses may change after some time; similarly, some offers may be for a 
limited period only. Also, if a web link does not seem to work, please copy and paste it in your browser. 

 

http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/pta_Feb_09-raj.php

