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Volume 1 , Issue 5 , 15 December 2011 

  
(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in English 
Language Teaching and Learning based on discussions in Groups/ 
Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher Associations).  

 

Online Learning – a Help or a Hindrance? 
NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

by Admin 

A very controversial question and one which evokes strong and 
convincing arguments on both sides. There is no doubt that the 
use of social networking sites, forums and Skype for learning 
English is very helpful indeed. You might also argue that the ease 
with which learners can access free resources is also a positive 
development…or is it? 

To read more and add your comments, go to: 
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=894892910&gid=4143451&type=member&

item=79133685&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F0

7%2Fonline-learning-a-help-or-a-

hindrance%2F&urlhash=afUc&goback=%2Egde_4143451_member_79133685 

http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=894892910&gid=4143451&type=member&item=79133685&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F07%2Fonline-learning-a-help-or-a-hindrance%2F&urlhash=afUc&goback=%2Egde_4143451_member_79133685
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=894892910&gid=4143451&type=member&item=79133685&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F07%2Fonline-learning-a-help-or-a-hindrance%2F&urlhash=afUc&goback=%2Egde_4143451_member_79133685
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=894892910&gid=4143451&type=member&item=79133685&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F07%2Fonline-learning-a-help-or-a-hindrance%2F&urlhash=afUc&goback=%2Egde_4143451_member_79133685
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=894892910&gid=4143451&type=member&item=79133685&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F07%2Fonline-learning-a-help-or-a-hindrance%2F&urlhash=afUc&goback=%2Egde_4143451_member_79133685
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How is technology changing 
Language Teaching? 
NOVEMBER 15, 2011  

By Admin 

“We asked Simon Brewster, Deputy Director General at The Anglo Mexican 

Foundation, his views on the way that technology is changing the way we teach 

languages… 

As far as technology is concerned, there are obvious advantages for learners in terms 

of access to information, greater communicability and the reality of learning outside 

the classroom. 

Where I think we need to be careful is in not assuming that technology somehow 

replaces the need for good teaching. It is in the end another tool at our disposal but 

you can still have a bad class even with technology.” 

To read more and leave a comment, please go to: 
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=913773410&gid=150542&type=member&it

em=80471108&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F15

%2Fhow-is-technology-changing-language-

teaching%2F&urlhash=30A1&goback=%2Egde_150542_member_80471108 

  

http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=913773410&gid=150542&type=member&item=80471108&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F15%2Fhow-is-technology-changing-language-teaching%2F&urlhash=30A1&goback=%2Egde_150542_member_80471108
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=913773410&gid=150542&type=member&item=80471108&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F15%2Fhow-is-technology-changing-language-teaching%2F&urlhash=30A1&goback=%2Egde_150542_member_80471108
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=913773410&gid=150542&type=member&item=80471108&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F15%2Fhow-is-technology-changing-language-teaching%2F&urlhash=30A1&goback=%2Egde_150542_member_80471108
http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=913773410&gid=150542&type=member&item=80471108&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fbebcblog%2Ewordpress%2Ecom%2F2011%2F11%2F15%2Fhow-is-technology-changing-language-teaching%2F&urlhash=30A1&goback=%2Egde_150542_member_80471108


  

 

3 

Book reviews 

 
Title: Bilingual language proficiency: A comparative study  
Author: Joana Duarte. 
Publication details:  Waxmann Verlag, Mu¨nster, 2011, 320 pp. 

ISBN 978-3-8309-2317-6 (pbk) 
 
Reviewer: A. Ait Si Mhamed (&) 

School of Education and Human Services, Canisius College, Buffalo, NY, USA 
e-mail: aitsimha@canisius.edu 
 

. . . “Bilingual language proficiency is not the first book to tackle issues of 
bilingualism and multilingualism. It does, however, examine these issues in a 
specific context and specific methodological designs. In particular, the book studies  
the issues of bilingualism and multilingualism in the European context. Its focus is 
on Germany as one of those countries which are known for migration movements 
due to political and economic changes. The book also considers new migration as a 
phenomenon which has been on the rise in European countries because many new 
immigrants (i.e. unregistered migrants and refugees) have been reluctant to integrate 
and assimilate.” 
 

To read the full review, please go to: 
http://www.springerlink.com/content/q774717518450gt8/fulltext.pdf 

  

http://www.springerlink.com/content/q774717518450gt8/fulltext.pdf
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Free resources for teachers 

Tools for Teachers  

“This is the place to come for tools to help you inside and outside the classroom - from software to help you 

prepare classes to a glossary of ELT terms.” 

 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/tools-for-teachers 

Online teaching resources 

Push-button teacher 

“The combination of broadband, cheaper laptops and iPad-style tablet 
computers is putting such online teaching services into the mainstream. 

 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/tools-for-teachers
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Shantanu Sinha (right) and the Khan Academy team are teaching 3.5 million students 

The Khan Academy has thousands of step-by-step videos explaining topics in 
subjects such as maths and science. It's also interactive, allowing individual 
students to test themselves again and again and then chart their own 
progress. On tablet devices, students can write directly on to touch screens. 

It's a deceptively simple concept - YouTube meets trigonometry meets an 
interactive whiteboard - with 85 million videos downloaded so far. 

It's free to users, but has some very wealthy friends. And with its Californian 
base and its instant growth, it's more like a digital start-up than an education 
initiative. 

Bill Gates has hailed the Khan Academy as the "start of a revolution". He says 
that he uses the bite-sized tutorials himself and with his children.” 

To read more, go to: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-15722194 

To check this out for yourself, go to: http://www.khanacademy.org/ 

Article 

Smith, M. K. (2003, 2009) 'Communities of practice', the encyclopedia of informal 

education, www.infed.org/biblio/communities_of_practice.htm. 

 Abstract: The idea that learning involves a deepening process of participation in a 

community of practice has gained significant ground in recent years. Communities of 

practice have also become an important focus within organizational development and 

have considerable value when thinking about working with groups. In this article we 

outline the theory and practice of such communities, and examine some of issues and 

questions for informal educators and those concerned with lifelong learning. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-15722194
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.infed.org/biblio/communities_of_practice.htm
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ELT Events And Conferences   

(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information 

about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline for submission etc.  

 

April 2012 

 

Qatar TESOL’s Eighth International Conference 2012 
Learner Motivation, Involvement, and Autonomy 

April 13th and 14th, 2012,College of the North Atlantic, Doha, Qatar 

Conference Call for Papers 

We would like to invite you to submit a proposal for the Qatar TESOL Seventh Annual Conference 

2012. The theme of this year's conference is Learner Motivation, Involvement, and Autonomy. 

Proposals which focus on the conference theme will receive first consideration; however, all 

http://www.cna-qatar.com/AboutCNAQ/Documents/CNA-Q%20Road%20Map.pdf
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proposals, particularly practical and pragmatic presentations, on English Language Teaching will be 

gratefully received and vetted. 

Deadline for Proposals Submission: January 19, 2012 

http://qatartesol.org/je/index.php/conf-news/conf-call-for-papers 
 

May 2012 

 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Association of Language Teachers 

 

KSAALT is accepting abstracts for the f i fth annual conference to be held on 

Thursday May 3, 2012 at 

Effat University in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

The flagship theme is:  

Engaging and Motivating Students in Language Learning * 

The sub-themes are: 

Creative Teaching Ideas Talk less, teach more 

Using technology in the EFL classroom Activities to promote critical thinking in ELT 

 

http://qatartesol.org/je/index.php/conf-news/conf-call-for-papers
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Fostering proficiency through reading 

 

Authenticity in the EFL classroom 

 

Classroom Dynamics 

Project based learning 

 

Communicative language teaching 

 

 

The deadline for submission is Wednesday January 25, 2012. 

Each presentation will receive one 50% discount on conference fees.  For more information 

on KSAALT or the conference, please visit www.ksaalt.org. 

 

September 2012  

Languages in the Globalised World (LGW) 

An international conference hosted by the School of Languages 

Leeds Metropolitan University, Leeds, UK 

5-6 September 2012 

  
The aim of the conference is to provide a forum for teachers and researchers who are interested in the 
exploration and exchange of research findings, experience and perspectives in language teaching, language 
learning and language skills development.  The conference is also expected to be an international platform for 
the discussion of the usefulness of multilingual literacy and multicultural competence in a globalised world.   
  
We welcome abstracts of articles studying any language, spoken in any country in the world, including minority 
and endangered languages.  Plenary speakers include Professor Angela Creese of the University of 
Birmingham, UK and Professor Myriam Salama-Carr of the University of Salford, UK. 
  
Call for papers 
Papers of 20-minute duration and posters are mainly invited in relation to the following non-exhaustive thematic 
strands: 

1. The contribution of languages in fostering intercultural dialogue; 
2. The role of the lingua francas in the XXI century; 
3.  The place of minority languages in a globalised world; 
4.  Bilingual and multilingual education; 
5.  World Wide Web and language learning; 
6.  Translation and interpreting in a globalised world. 
  

Abstract proposals should be submitted to LGW@leedsmet.ac.uk.  The deadline for abstract submission is 
2 April 2012, with final decisions on acceptance being made by 21 May 2012. 

http://www.ksaalt.org/
mailto:LGW@leedsmet.ac.uk
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New Books and products 
 

Title:         Digital Play 

Authors:     Kyle Mawer, Graham, Stanley  
Series:      Delta Teacher Development 

Published:       August 2011 

 

 

 

 

 Description 

Digital Play is a pioneering book on the use of computer games in language teaching, in 

which the authors share their expertise in training teachers in innovative classroom practice 

with their excitement for teaching with technology. It offers: 

 guidance on taking on the challenge of the digital revolution 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-W-LL6gbsGBo/Tp1a1l7UqrI/AAAAAAAAAT8/jXtrZPTty9M/s1600/Digital+Play.jpg
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 insight into how learners engage with gaming outside the classroom 

 advice and activities for effectively bringing the world of gaming inside the 

classroom 

Digital Play contains three distinctive parts which focus in turn on theory, practice and 

development: 

Part A examines the role of computer games in society, in education in general and in 

language teaching in particular, dismissing stereotypes and suggesting ways of implementing 

games with language learners. 

Part B consists of a bank of step-by-step activities showing how to use digital play in the 

classroom. Activities cover different possible classroom scenarios – from no available 

technology, through one computer and a projector to multiple computers – and they all have 

the common aim of helping learners improve their knowledge and use of the foreign 

language, covering all four language skills. 

Part C shows the teacher how to integrate digital play activities into the wider environment 

of the syllabus and the school, and suggests ways of developing personally and 

professionally as teachers of the 21
st
 century. 

For book reviews, please see the link below: 

http://www.eltexperiences.com/2011/10/digital-play-book-review.html 

 

 

Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

 

Aydin, S. (October, 2008). An Investigation on the 
Language Anxiety and Fear of Negative Evaluation among 

Turkish EFL Learners.  

http://www.eltexperiences.com/2011/10/digital-play-book-review.html
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Available at: http://www.asian-efljournal.com/pta_Oct_08_sa.php 

Abstract: 
Teachers’ observations, students’ experiences, and the review of related literature 
indicate that language anxiety is a significant factor adversely affecting the language 
learning process. Thus, this study aims to investigate the sources and levels of fear of 
negative evaluation as well as language anxiety among Turkish students as EFL 
learners, and to determine the correlation between the two. A foreign language anxiety 

scale and a scale for fear of negative evaluation were administered to a sample group of 
112 foreign language learners. The collected data were used to provide a descriptive 
and correlational analysis. The results of the analysis indicated that EFL learners suffer 
from language anxiety and fear of negative evaluation. Furthermore, fear of negative 
evaluation itself was found to be a strong source of language anxiety. In light of the 
findings of the research, the following recommendations were noted: Firstly, in order to 
cope with anxiety, learning situations and context should be made less stressful. 
Effective communication is another way to relieve language anxiety.   

 Learners’ corner  
 (This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

What’s your learning style?  

Are you an  AUDITORY ,    VISUAL  , or KINAESTHETIC learner?  
 

To find out more about different kinds of learning styles and YOUR OWN learning style, please visit: 

http://people.usd.edu/~bwjames/tut/learning-style/ 

  

http://www.asian-efljournal.com/pta_Oct_08_sa.php
http://people.usd.edu/~bwjames/tut/learning-style/
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Saudi ELT research highlights 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers 
and experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi 
ELT experts alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-
learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in  the 
Arab world in general, and Saudi Arabia in 
particular). 

Crompton, P. (2011) Article Errors in the English 

Writing of Advanced L1 Arabic Learners: The Role of 

Transfer.  Asian EFL Journal, 50. 

Abstract 
The problems encountered by English learners whose mother tongue does not have an 
article system have been researched extensively. The problems encountered by learners 
whose mother tongue does have an article system, such as Arabic, have been studied 

less. This article describes an enquiry into article system errors in a corpus of English 
writing by tertiary-level L1 Arabic speakers. Frequencies of articles are compared with 
those in native English and non-native English speaker corpora. A detailed account is 
given of the commonest types of errors, classified according to the mis-use of each 
article. It is found that the commonest errors involve mis-use of the definite article for 
generic reference. The strong likelihood that these errors are caused by L1 transfer, 

rather than an interlanguage developmental order, is argued by a comparison of the 
forms of generic reference in English and Arabic. It is suggested that even for learners 
of English with mother-tongues which have an article system, such as Arabic, L1 
transfer may be a problem and as such could be usefully addressed in language 
instruction. 

Keywords: article error, Arabic learners, generic reference, transfer, English writing 

http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/pta_February_2011_Crompton.php 

 

 

http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/pta_February_2011_Crompton.php

