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Volume 1 , Issue 10 , March 1, 2012 

(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in 
English Language Teaching and Learning based on 
discussions in Groups/ Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher 
Associations).  

 

 

 

 Motivating the unmotivated 

What makes your students want to come to your class?  

Visit the link below and watch a seminar by Ken Wilson. It outlines ten ways to create an atmosphere 

that motivates the unmotivated students. 

To watch the video, and add a comment, please go to: 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/seminars/motivating-unmotivated?destination=node%2F27371 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/seminars/motivating-unmotivated?destination=node%2F27371
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BOOK REVIEW 

Language and Learning in the Digital Age 

 

In Language and Learning in the Digital Age, linguist James Paul Gee and educator Elisabeth 

Hayes deal with the forces unleashed by today’s digital media, forces that are transforming 

language and learning for good and ill. 

They argue that the role of oral language is almost always entirely misunderstood in 

debates about digital media. Like the earlier inventions of writing and print, digital media 

actually power up or enhance the powers of oral language. 

Gee and Hayes deal, as well, with current digital transformations of language and literacy in 

the context of a growing crisis in traditional schooling in developed countries. With the 

advent of new forms of digital media, children are increasingly drawn towards video games, 

social media, and alternative ways of learning. Gee and Hayes explore the way in which 

these alternative methods of learning can be a force for a paradigm change in schooling. 

This is an engaging, accessible read both for undergraduate and graduate students and for 

scholars in language, linguistics, education, media and communication studies. 

Author:  James Paul Gee & Elisabeth R. Hayes 

Publisher: Routledge  

Print Publication Year:2011 

Online ISBN: 0415602777  
 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0415602777/ref=sib_dp_pt
http://www.amazon.com/James-Paul-Gee/e/B001HCYUDS/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&ie=UTF8&field-author=Elisabeth%20R.%20Hayes
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Table of Contents 

1. Introduction 2. Language 3. Literacy 4. Language and Interaction 5. New Kinds of People 

and Relationships 6. Literacy and Interpretation 7. School 8. School and Passionate Affinity 

Spaces 9. Play and Theory Crafting 10. Cats, Passion, and Expertise 11. The Return of the 

Amateur and the New Capitalism 12. Words, Images and Experiences 13. Three Social 

Formations 14. Multitasking, Diversity and Commonality. 

To download a PDF review, please go to: 
http://llt.msu.edu/issues/february2012/review1.pdf 

 Free resources for teachers 

 Worksheets, Posters, . . .  FREE!: 

Visit this site for FREE high quality worksheets, flashcards, games, posters, and other 

resources for you to use in your classroom. No sign up required!  

To access these resources, please visit: http://www.teachchildrenesl.com  

 Lessons stream: 

“Materials should inspire teachers and engage students. They should be provoking 

(without necessarily being provocative although that can be good). They should arouse 

curiosity and get heads thinking and language emerging. During the last few years, the 

modern teacher has been given access to an explosion in good ingredients to take into the 

classroom . . . . The clip is everything we would want to get students on our side. But 

what do we do with it? Well, that is where Lesson stream comes in. Lesson stream is a 

selection of lesson plans – or rather, recipes – which serve to demonstrate how teachers 

can make use of such materials.”  Jammie Kaddie 

To access 71 lesson plans, different levels and various learner type, please visit:  
http://lessonstream.org/browse-lessons/ 

http://llt.msu.edu/issues/february2012/review1.pdf
http://www.teachchildrenesl.com/
http://lessonstream.org/browse-lessons/
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Article 

Key Concepts in ELT: Discourse Community 

 Borg E., (2003). Key Concepts in ELT: Discourse Community, ELT J, 57(4): 398-400 

doi:10.1093/elt/57.4.398 
 

To read more, please go to: 
 http://eltj.oxfordjournals.org/content/57/4/398 
 

ELT Events And Conferences   
(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline for 

submission etc.  

 

The TESOL Conference Calendar is a service provided to TESOL members and the ESOL community. Listings in the conference calendar 

are not endorsed by TESOL International Association. For more information about listed events, please contact the sponsoring 

organization. 

 To access the calendar of events, please go to: 
 http://tesol.informz.net/TESOL/archives/archive_2023002.html 

http://eltj.oxfordjournals.org/content/57/4/398
http://tesol.informz.net/TESOL/archives/archive_2023002.html
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New Books and products 
 

   

Description: 

The Company Words Keep examines how we store language in ready-made chunks that we 

retrieve and use, rather than elaborately constructing „grammar‟ each time we speak. The authors 

provide a wealth of activities which apply their methodology to both the course book and to 

authentic contexts, taking advantage of corpus linguistics. Teachers are also offered suggestions 

and activities for further development in this exciting field. 

The Company Words Keep proposes that: 

 teachers need to develop a methodology that implements a more lexical approach 

 learners at all levels need to be trained in collecting and expressing themselves in chunks 

 teachers need to raise learners‟ awareness of chunks, encouraging them to focus on word 

partnerships 

To read more about this book, please visit: 

http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/titles/methodology/the-company-words-keep 

 

 

Book Details: 

Authors: Paul Davis, Hania Kryszewska 

Series: Delta Teacher Development Series 

Published: Forthcoming Spring 2012 

 

http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/titles/methodology/the-company-words-keep
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/author/paul-davis
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/author/hania-kryszewska
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/titles/methodology/delta-teacher-development-series
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Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

 The Nature of  the SLA & Language Pedagogy 

Relationship 
 

Ellis R. (2010), Second language acquisition, teacher education 

and language pedagogy. Language Teaching, 43(2), 182-210.  

 
Various positions regarding the Second Language Acquisition 
(SLA) – Language Pedagogy (LP) nexus have been 
advanced. Taking these as a starting point, this article will examine the nature of the 
SLA/LP relationship both more generally and more concretely. First, it will place the 
debates evident in the different positions regarding the relationship in a broader 
educational and professional context by examining the nature of the theory/practice nexus 
– because the issues at stake do not just concern SLA. Second, it will examine critically a 
number of options for bridging the divide (e.g. through presenting the pedagogical 
implications of research, engaging teachers in researching their own classroom or 
promoting research–teacher collaboration). Third, it will probe the relationship in terms of 
a framework that links (i) SLA researchers, (ii) classroom researchers, (iii) teacher 
educators and (iv) language teachers. This framework will serve as a basis for formulating 
a set of eleven principles that can guide attempts to use SLA theory and research in 
teacher education programs. 

 
To read the full article, please go to: 

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayFulltext?type=1&pdftype=1&fid=7293504&jid=LTA&volumeId=43&issueId=

02&aid=7293496 

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayFulltext?type=1&pdftype=1&fid=7293504&jid=LTA&volumeId=43&issueId=02&aid=7293496
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayFulltext?type=1&pdftype=1&fid=7293504&jid=LTA&volumeId=43&issueId=02&aid=7293496
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Learners’ corner  
(This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

 Learner Autonomy 
 
Huw J.(2012). Computers and learner autonomy: trends and issues. British Council 

 

 

To download the full article, please go to: 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/publications/computers-learner-autonomy-trends-issues 

 

 

 

This paper reports on a study conducted by Huw Jarvis 

into the perceptions and practices of Thai and Emirati 

university students in the use of computer-based 

materials beyond the classroom. It explores how these 

students use technology to support their English 

language learning and offers recommendations for 

institutions that provide self-access centres. The paper 

concludes that the term mobile assisted language use 

may better describe how learners use technology. 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/publications/computers-learner-autonomy-trends-issues
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Saudi ELT research highlights 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers and experiments 
conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi ELT experts alike to pinpoint a 
variety of teaching-learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in the 
Arab world in general and Saudi Arabia in particular). 

 The attitude of teachers and students towards using Arabic in 
EFL classrooms 

 
Al-Nofaie, H (2010).The attitude of teachers and students towards using Arabic in EFL classrooms in Saudi 
Arabia public schools- A case study. Novitas-ROYAL (Research on Youth and Language),  4(1), 64-95. 

  

Abstract: This paper examined the attitudes of Saudi teachers and students towards employing 

Arabic as a facilitating tool in English classes, a topic which has gained wide attention recently. 

The present study was a case study which investigated teachers' and students' attitudes towards 

this issue in a Saudi intermediate school for females. To reach a clear understanding of this issue, 

the study focused on one intermediate classroom which had 30 students and three teachers of 

English in the entire school. Three research tools were used for gathering data: questionnaires, 

interviews and four observations of one classroom. The results revealed that the attitudes of the 

teachers and the students about using Arabic were generally positive. The participants preferred 

using Arabic in certain situations and for specific reasons. Although the attitudes of the teachers 

and the students received agreements, there were other points on which they disagreed. 

Recommendations for future studies and solutions were discussed. 
 

To download a PDF copy of this study, please visit: 

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%A2%09The+attitude+of+teachers+and+students+towards+using+Arabic+in+E

FL+classrooms+in+Saudi+Arabia+public+schools-+A+case+study.&src=IE-SearchBox&FORM=IE8SRC 

Please Note: All websites and links given in the ELC Digest are checked at the time of ‘publication’.  However, it is 
possible that some website addresses may change after some time; similarly, some offers may be for a limited 
period only. Also, if a web link does not seem to work, please copy and paste it in your browser. 

 

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%A2%09The+attitude+of+teachers+and+students+towards+using+Arabic+in+EFL+classrooms+in+Saudi+Arabia+public+schools-+A+case+study.&src=IE-SearchBox&FORM=IE8SRC
http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%A2%09The+attitude+of+teachers+and+students+towards+using+Arabic+in+EFL+classrooms+in+Saudi+Arabia+public+schools-+A+case+study.&src=IE-SearchBox&FORM=IE8SRC

