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Volume 1 , Issue 7 , January 15 2012 

  
(This section highlights contemporary issues/debates in English 
Language Teaching and Learning based on discussions in Groups/ 
Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher Associations).  

 

How do you handle students who arrive late to class? 
 
To read about how other people manage this important student issue, and add 
a comment, please go to: 
http://www.linkedin.com/groupItem?view=&srchtype=discussedNews&gid=2774663&item=832789
71&type=member&trk=eml-anet_dig-b_pd-ttl-cn&ut=0liUkbBMHJK501 
 
 

Speaking is a complex skill! What do you think is the most important 
element of speaking? 

1. Fluency 

2. Grammatical accuracy 

3. A wide range of vocabulary  

4. Understanding of style, register and formality 

5. Clear pronunciation 

6. Confidence 

Follow the link below to see how a total of (2302) votes decided on the above 
mentioned points.  

Discussion:  

http://www.linkedin.com/groupItem?view=&srchtype=discussedNews&gid=2774663&item=83278971&type=member&trk=eml-anet_dig-b_pd-ttl-cn&ut=0liUkbBMHJK501
http://www.linkedin.com/groupItem?view=&srchtype=discussedNews&gid=2774663&item=83278971&type=member&trk=eml-anet_dig-b_pd-ttl-cn&ut=0liUkbBMHJK501
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What kind of speaking activities work well in your lessons? - Role plays? Drills? 

Discussions? Mingling activities? Something else? How do you help your students get the 

most out of speaking activities? 

This topic is closed, but you may benefit from the comments.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/teachingenglish/yourideas/teaching_
speaking.shtml 

BOOK REVIEW 

 

Using Phrasal Verbs for Natural English: 

 teaches students over 400 commonly used phrasal verbs 

 builds students’ confidence in using phrasal verbs appropriately through thorough 

and varied practice 

 presents phrasal verbs in context and in a wide range of text types, including tweets, 

texts, web posts, e-mails, notes and newspaper articles 

 offers six review sections, each comprising sixty questions for students to test 

themselves on phrasal verbs learnt in the previous units 

 allows students to notice and practise aspects of stress and intonation through the 

conversational English examples on audio CD 

Key features  

 Intermediate (B1) to Upper intermediate (B2) level 

 Suitable for self-study or classroom use 

Authors: Liz Walter, Kate Woodford 

Series: Delta Natural English 

Level: Intermediate - Upper Intermediate / B1-B2 

Published: September 2011 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/teachingenglish/yourideas/teaching_speaking.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/teachingenglish/yourideas/teaching_speaking.shtml
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 Includes answer key 

 Contains free audio CD 

 Index for easy reference 

For book reviews, please go to: http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/authors/liz-

walter/using-phrasal-verbs-for-natural-english 

Free resources for teachers 
Tech Tips:  Creating Vocabulary Activities Using  

Spelling City 

“Like it or not, learning a language requires learning a lot of vocabulary, and learning vocabulary   
requires a lot of brute memorization. Spelling City (www.spellingcity.com) is a free website  
that can help your students with this otherwise grim task.” 
 To read  more, please go to: 
http://www.ksaalt.org/workingimages/KSAALT_Journal_Oct_2011_vol_4-1.pdf 
 

What’s your Teaching Philosophy? 

 
Tine Nielsen shares the following on the Higher Education Teaching and Learning Discussion group: 
“You might want to take the teaching perspectives Inventory (free online 
at http://teachingperspectives.com/) and work with their reflective questions. Also excellent book to 
supplement your reflections towards defining your teaching philosophy.” 

 
Article 

Benson, M.J. (2000). Writing an Academic Article: An Editor Writes... English 

Teaching Forum, 38(2). 

“As an EFL/ESL educator you decide that you want to publish your idea to describe your work,  
but how to go about it? This article will offer you some suggestions for getting your ideas  
published.”  
 

http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/authors/liz-walter/using-phrasal-verbs-for-natural-english
http://www.deltapublishing.co.uk/authors/liz-walter/using-phrasal-verbs-for-natural-english
http://www.ksaalt.org/workingimages/KSAALT_Journal_Oct_2011_vol_4-1.pdf
http://www.linkedin.com/redirect?url=http%3A%2F%2Fteachingperspectives%2Ecom%2F&urlhash=4--l&_t=tracking_disc
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To read more, please go to: 
http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archives/docs/00-38-2-g.pdf 

ELT Events And Conferences   
(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline 

for submission etc.  

 

The TESOL Conference Calendar is a service provided to TESOL members and the ESOL community. Listings in the conference calendar 

are not endorsed by TESOL International Association. For more information about listed events, please contact the sponsoring 

organization. 

 To access the calendar of events, please go to: 

 http://tesol.informz.net/TESOL/archives/archive_2023002.html 

 

 

 
  

http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archives/docs/00-38-2-g.pdf
http://tesol.informz.net/TESOL/archives/archive_2023002.html
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New Books and products 
 

   

Description: 

This book is the result of five years of intensive dedication to teaching innovation and 

curriculum development and offers a series of studies exploring how mobile technologies 

in particular, and mobile learning in general, may be used for second language teaching 

and learning in a wide variety of environments. Although a strong emphasis is laid on 

issues to do with autonomy and independence in second language acquisition, the 

volume also examines the connections and interrelations of mobile learning and second 

language teaching and learning process on the whole, as well as the process of adoption 

of new, mobile technologies as teaching tools in various communities across the globe. 

The volume is targeted at a broad spectrum of readers including academics in the field 

of e-learning, online learning, and ICT-based learning, with an interest in exploring the 

possibilities of mobile-assisted learning and the new developments of ICT in particular, 

portable devices for the foreign language classroom. It is most attractive to those 

interested in the emerging field of mobile-assisted learning in general, and its potential 

for foreign language teaching and learning in particular. 

To read more about this book, please visit: 

http://www.allbookstores.com/Left-Own-Devices-Learner-Autonomy/9781780526461 

 

Book Details: 

 

 Hardcover: 250 pages  

 Publisher: Emerald Group Publishing 
Limited (January 12, 2012)  

 Language: English  

 ISBN-10: 1780526466  

 ISBN-13: 978-1780526461  

 

http://www.allbookstores.com/Left-Own-Devices-Learner-Autonomy/9781780526461
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Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

Task-based language teaching: sorting out the misunderstandings 

1. Rod Ellis 

Article first published online: 20 OCT 2009 

DOI: 10.1111/j.1473-4192.2009.00231.x 

 

International Journal of Applied Linguistics Volume 19, Issue 3, pages 221–246, November 2009 

 

Abstract 

This paper begins by offering a definition of „task‟ and by emphasizing that there is no single „task-based 

teaching‟ approach. It then evaluates a number of criticisms of TBT, drawing on recent critiques by Widdowson, 

Seedhouse, Sheen, and Swan. It is argued that many of these criticisms stem from a fundamental 

misunderstanding of what a „task‟ is, and of the theoretical rationales that inform task-based teaching. These 

criticisms also reflect a failure to acknowledge that multiple versions of task-based teaching exist. In particular, it 

is argued that task-based teaching need not be seen as an alternative to more traditional, form-focused 

approaches but can be used alongside them. The paper concludes with an examination of a number of genuine 

problems with implementing task-based teaching, as reflected in evaluation studies. 

To read the full article, please go to: 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1473-4192.2009.00231.x/full#ss1 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ijal.2009.19.issue-3/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1473-4192.2009.00231.x/full#ss1


  

 

7 

Learners’ corner  
 (This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

 

Saudi ELT research highlights 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers and 
experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi ELT experts 
alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-learning EFL 
issues/experiments carried out in  the Arab world in general, 
and Saudi Arabia in particular). 

Title: The Relationship between Saudi EFL 

Students' Writing Competence, L1 Writing 

Proficiency, and Self-regulation  

Do you give your students homework 

assignments? Well, we all do. 

Giving homework is easy, but checking 

homework is the ISSUE. To know more 

about checking homework and How can we 

make sure the students really did the 

things they are checked on? , please visit, 

and leave a comment on: 

https://www.teachers.cambridgeesol.org/ts/foru

ms?q=/posts/list/32404.page 

 

https://www.teachers.cambridgeesol.org/ts/forums?q=/posts/list/32404.page
https://www.teachers.cambridgeesol.org/ts/forums?q=/posts/list/32404.page
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Author: Alsamadani, Hashem Ahmed College of Education, Um-Alqura University 

This study investigated whether Saudi EFL students' writing competence was related to their 

Arabic writing proficiency. The study also examined the possible relationship between Saudi 

students' first language (Arabic) and second language (English) writing competence and their 

self-regulatory abilities. Participants included 35 college-level students majoring in English 

at Umm Al-Qura University. The participants wrote English and Arabic argumentative 

essays on the same topic during two separate sessions. In addition, participants filled out the 

Metacognitive Awareness Inventory (Schraw & Dennison, 1994) to provide information 

about their self-regulation abilities.  

To read more about this study, please visit: 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=adbb1688-efa3-4855-ae37-

5e1dff8cabfc%40sessionmgr111&vid=1&hid=126&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%

3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=56554008 

In case the link doesn’t work, please send an email to saidzohairy@gmail.com to receive a 

PDF copy.  

Please Note: All websites and links given in the ELC Digest are checked at the time of ‘publication’.  However, 
it is possible that some website addresses may change after some time; similarly, some offers may be for a 
limited period only. Also, if a web link does not seem to work, please copy and paste it in your browser. 

 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=adbb1688-efa3-4855-ae37-5e1dff8cabfc%40sessionmgr111&vid=1&hid=126&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=56554008
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=adbb1688-efa3-4855-ae37-5e1dff8cabfc%40sessionmgr111&vid=1&hid=126&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=56554008
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=adbb1688-efa3-4855-ae37-5e1dff8cabfc%40sessionmgr111&vid=1&hid=126&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=56554008
mailto:saidzohairy@gmail.com

