
 

 

1 

Volume 1 , Issue 8 , February 1, 2012 

2011 

 (This section highlights contemporary issues/debates 
in English Language Teaching and Learning based on 
discussions in Groups/ Blogs; Newsletters; Teacher 
Associations).  
 
 Lia-Kamhi Stein’s entry posted on the Non-Native English Speaker 

Teachers blog is worth a read. She is the recipient of TESOL 
Award for Excellence in Teaching for 2011. 

 

Good English Language Teachers Are Those Who 
“In this post, I would like to raise a question that I believe is an important one for all 

teachers, regardless of  language status or racial or ethnic origin: What makes a good 

language teacher? Or to put it in another way: What are some of the characteristics that 

good English language teachers have? While I intend to identify and discuss a few factors, 

the list below is not meant to be exhaustive or comprehensive. In fact, I hope that you will 

respond to this blog entry by posting your ideas on the topic.”  

Read more and leave a comment on: 

http://www.nnestblog.blogspot.com/ 

New Books and products 

 

 

 

 

Title: CLIL: Content and 

Language integrated learning 
Authors: Do Coyle, Philip Hood and 

David Marsh 

Publication details: Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
 

http://www.nnestblog.blogspot.com/2012/01/good-english-language-teachers-are.html
http://www.nnestblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.cambridge.org/elt/catalogue/subject/project/item3779473
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CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) has emerged since the millennium as a major 

trend in education. Written by Do Coyle, Philip Hood and David Marsh and drawing on their 

experience of CLIL in secondary schools, primary schools and English language schools across 

Europe, this book gives a comprehensive overview of CLIL. It summarizes the theory which 

underpins the teaching of a content subject through another language and discusses its practical 

application, outlining the key directions for the development of research and practice. This book 

acknowledges the uncertainty many teachers feel about CLIL, because of the requirement for both 

language and subject knowledge, while providing theoretical and practical routes towards 

successful practice for all. 

To read more about this book, please visit the link below: 

http://www.cambridge.org/sa/elt/catalogue/subject/project/item3779473/?site_locale=ar_SA 

Free resources for teachers 
 
“The British Council/BBC website Teaching English is one of the most 
important English language teaching sites on the web. It brings together lots of things 
busy teachers need for the classroom and the staffroom – lesson plans and worksheets, 
teaching tips, web links,  teaching  articles  and  lots  of  information  about  professional  
development  – training, conferences and qualifications. Teachers can customize their 
own area on the site  to  provide  personalized  content.  The  site  contains  interactive  
and  multimedia material including teaching videos, blogs and podcasts, and discussion 
forums.” 
 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/ 
 
 (Shared by Heba Elsawy, Salaam Campus) 

 

 

http://www.cambridge.org/sa/elt/catalogue/subject/project/item3779473/?site_locale=ar_SA
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/


  

 

3 

Article 

Title: A  Review  of Some New Trends in Using L1 in the EFL Classroom  

Authors: Dr. Mufeed Jadallah  &   Dr. Fuad Hasan, Al-Quds Open University 

Abstract 

The place of the students' mother tongue or L1 in learning English as a foreign language has been 

the subject of much debate. In other words, there have been various shifts to and from the 

utilization of L1 in EFL classroom over the last decades. While advocates of the monolingual 

approach suggest that the FL should be the only language used in the classroom, which would foster 

FL learning, many researchers, teachers and learners see a role for L1 and support its use as a 

communication strategy and as an instructional tool.  

 In this paper, an attempt is made to review the new trends in this area of language teaching within 

the last years and determine to what extent L1 might be utilized to maximize EFL learning within 

English periods and lectures. 

 To read the article, please go to: 

http://www.qou.edu/english/conferences/firstNationalConference/pdfFiles/drMufeed.pdf 

(Shared by Cynthia Le Joncour, Salaam Campus) 

ELT Events And Conferences   
(This section comprises information about upcoming events/conferences 
around the world.) 

Please go to the conference website for more information about ‘Call for Papers’, deadline 

for submission etc.  

 

 

http://www.qou.edu/english/conferences/firstNationalConference/pdfFiles/drMufeed.pdf
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KSAALT  CONFERENCE 2012  

NEW deadline for submitting abstracts: 10 February 2012 

“ Engaging and Motivating Students in Language Learning” 

Date: Thursday 3rd May 2012 

Time: 07:45 - 17:00 

Location: Effat University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

To submit your proposal, please send two files as email attachments to the following email address:   
confksaaltjc@gmail.com 

For further information, please go to: www.ksaalt.org 

   

BOOK REvIEW 
 

 

 

Title: Discourse Analysis  

 

Author: Barbara Johnstone 

 

Publication details: Singapore: 

Blackwell Publishing, 2008 (2nd ed.). 

mailto:confksaaltjc@gmail.com
http://www.ksaalt.org/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1405144270/ref=sib_dp_pt
http://www.amazon.com/Barbara-Johnstone/e/B001IXMY1Q/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
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 Fully revised and updated throughout, the new edition of Discourse Analysis is a user-

friendly textbook for students taking their first course in linguistic approaches to 

discourse. 

 Second edition of a popular introductory textbook, combining breadth of coverage, 
practical examples, and student-friendly features  

 Includes new sections on metaphor, framing, stance and style, multimodal 

discourse, and Gricean pragmatics  

 Considers a variety of approaches to the subject, including critical discourse 
analysis, conversation analysis, interactional and variationist sociolinguistics, 
ethnography, corpus linguistics, and other qualitative and quantitative methods  

 Features detailed descriptions of the results of discourse analysts’ work  

 Retains and expands the useful student features, including discussion questions, 
exercises, and ideas for small research projects. 

To read reviews of this book, please visit the link below: 

http://www.amazon.com/Discourse-Analysis-Introducing-Linguistics-

Johnstone/dp/1405144270/ref=sr_1_74?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1327584201&sr=1-
74#_ 

Research   

(This section highlights relevant research findings/breakthroughs etc.) 

Cummins, J. & Davison, C. (2007). Introduction: Research and Teacher Education 
in ELT: Meeting New Challenges. International Handbook of 
English Language Teaching,15(3), 963-972. 

“The purpose of research in the social sciences is to generate 

data that contribute to our understanding of social phenomena. 

In education, research provides information on multiple 

phenomena such as the efficacy of various instructional 

approaches, achievement differences between social groups and 

across countries, and the many factors that contribute to school improvement generally. 

It is common to assume that there is a direct relationship between research and both 

policy and practice. Policymakers and practitioners are usually seen as consumers of 

http://www.amazon.com/Discourse-Analysis-Introducing-Linguistics-Johnstone/dp/1405144270/ref=sr_1_74?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1327584201&sr=1-74#_
http://www.amazon.com/Discourse-Analysis-Introducing-Linguistics-Johnstone/dp/1405144270/ref=sr_1_74?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1327584201&sr=1-74#_
http://www.amazon.com/Discourse-Analysis-Introducing-Linguistics-Johnstone/dp/1405144270/ref=sr_1_74?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1327584201&sr=1-74#_
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research insofar as they apply research findings to the generation of policy and the 

implementation of more effective practice. Clearly political considerations enter into all 

stages of this process—in decisions about what research gets funded, what research 

methodologies are considered “scientific” or relevant to policy, in the conclusions drawn 

from the research, and the policies and practices that are ultimately promoted. Analysis 

of the relationship between research and policy/practice in virtually any context will 

reveal the complex intersections between empirical data and ideology.” 

To read more and leave your comment, please go to: 

http://aasproxy.museglobal.com/MuseSessionID=5a1c1a306a279fcc41d9fb836292640/MuseHost=

www.springerlink.com/MusePath/content/t203472j87474625/ 

Should you need a PDF copy, please contact saidzohairy@gmail.com 

 Learners’ corner  
 (This section contains information/web links that focus on learners and their 
learning in general.)  

January 15, 2012 

Do Sports Build Character or Damage It? 
By Mark Edmundson 

Do sports build character? For those of us who claim to be educators, it's important to know. 

Physical-education teachers, coaches, boosters, most trustees, and the balance of alumni seem sure 

that they do. And so they push sports, sports, and more sports. As for professors, they often see 

sports as a diversion from the real business of education—empty, time-wasting, and claiming far 

too much of students' attention. It often seems that neither the boosters nor the bashers want to 

go too far in examining their assumptions about sports. 

To read more and leave your comment, please go to: 

http://chronicle.com/article/Do-Sports-Build-Character-

or/130286/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en 

http://aasproxy.museglobal.com/MuseSessionID=5a1c1a306a279fcc41d9fb836292640/MuseHost=www.springerlink.com/MusePath/content/t203472j87474625/
http://aasproxy.museglobal.com/MuseSessionID=5a1c1a306a279fcc41d9fb836292640/MuseHost=www.springerlink.com/MusePath/content/t203472j87474625/
mailto:zohairysaid@gmail.com
http://chronicle.com/article/Do-Sports-Build-Character-or/130286/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en
http://chronicle.com/article/Do-Sports-Build-Character-or/130286/?sid=cr&utm_source=cr&utm_medium=en
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PS: Though this is not an English Language Teaching issue, it needs our attention as educators- you 

would agree that our job is more than teaching English to our students!  

Saudi ELT research highlights 
 

(This section sheds light on significant research papers 
and experiments conducted by Saudi and non-Saudi 
ELT experts alike to pinpoint a variety of teaching-
learning EFL issues/experiments carried out in  the 
Arab world in general, and Saudi Arabia in 
particular). 

Rabab’ah, G.  (2005  ). Communication problems facing Arab learners of 

English.  Journal of Language and Learning, 3(1). Pp. 180 – 197. 

Abstract 

The major portion of this paper is devoted to presenting the communication problems of Arab 

learners in general, and the problems specific to the Arab University English language majors/ 

graduates. Then it discusses the notion of communicative competence and defines strategic 

competence.  It also deals briefly with the various definitions of communication strategies and 

taxonomies of communication strategies. Finally, the paper concludes by presenting the 

pedagogical implications of communication strategies. 

http://www.jllonline.co.uk/journal/jllearn/3_1/rababah.pdf 

 

Please Note: All websites and links given in the ELC Digest are checked at the time of ‘publication’.  However, 
it is possible that some website addresses may change after some time; similarly, some offers may be for a 
limited period only. Also, if a web link does not seem to work, please copy and paste it in your browser. 

 

http://www.jllonline.co.uk/journal/jllearn/3_1/rababah.pdf

